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BOOK REVIEW

THE MOMENT
COLLECTORS:

Twenty Travellers Tales
from Around the World by
Sam Manicom and Friends
BY SUSAN DRAGOO / ILLUSTRATIONS BY SIMON ROBERTS

I DIDN’T EXPECT TO BE SO CAPTIVATED
BY THIS BOOK.

H

aving read more than the average number of
tales of adventure motorcycling as an editor,
I’m probably a bit jaded. But right from the
start, The Moment Collectors drew me in and carried me along on a series of adventures with twenty world travelers whose mode of travel is a motorcycle and whose road is
a long one. They’re not in it for a weekend, a week or a month,
they’re making a life of overlanding on two wheels. And their
stories make for fascinating, inspiring, and often thought-provoking reading. The moments they are collecting and sharing
with readers take place on five continents—Africa, Asia, Europe, South and North America—and give us a glimpse of
places, people, and experiences we might never have imagined
otherwise.
Here’s a sample from Chapter 19, “The Road in the Sky,” by
Michnus Olivier, writing about an experience in Bolivia:
Riding over the mountains at more than 4,200m altitude, we were
travelling an endless dirt road pass with inconceivably mesmerizing
views towards the mountains in the far distance. From the top we
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could see the road snake up the side of the mountain with multiple
hairpin turns. Stopping for a quick photo and a sip of water, we
ended up spending nearly an hour sitting in a roadside field letting
our eyes float over the views, listening to the sound of the wind, and
watching vultures drifting in the sky above that magical spot.
Olivier’s expression of that moment in a roadside field is exactly what The Moment Collectors is about. In it, the reasons these
travelers are out there living their dreams vividly come to life.
The man behind this anthology is Sam Manicom, roundthe-world motorcycle traveler and author of a series of books
about his own adventures, starting with Into Africa, my personal
favorite, which documents the beginnings of Sam’s motorcycling career as he is transformed from “an ordinary bloke” doing an ordinary job in England to giving his life “a damn good
shaking” by getting on a BMW R80 GS and covering 22,000
miles from Alexandria, Egypt to Durban, South Africa over
the course of a year. That wasn’t enough, so he continued his
travel through Asia, South America and North America. Today
he makes his home in Exeter, England.
These days he is a regular on the Adventure Rider Radio Raw
podcast (https://adventureriderradio.com/arr-raw) and before
COVID-19 made frequent speaking tours in the U.S. at motorcycle dealerships as well as presenting at the popular Overland
Expos (overlandexpo.com). Hopefully that will resume again
very soon.
Sam’s detailed descriptions of his experiences enhance the
stories he tells so well. Not only a brilliant writer but also a
genuinely nice person, Sam is exactly the kind of fellow who
would showcase the adventures of others in a work like this
one. Each tale retains the clear identity and style of the authors,
who hail from seven different countries. Some are solo riders,
others riding in pairs or two-up; some have vast experience and
others are new to two-wheeled adventures.
Among the authors featured here are several well-known in
the adventure motorcycling community: Lisa Morris, Tiffany
Coates, Tim Notier, Simon Thomas. Others were quite new
to me, and what a pleasure and a curiosity it was to read the
experiences of, for instance, EmmaLucy Cole, in her chapter,
“A Return to Sinai,” which exposed me to the life of a woman
living and riding solo in the Sinai Peninsula. Or the strange and
hilarious story of “The Bi-Polar Pole and Joey the Camel Collider” by Spencer Conway. There’s also a rather harrowing tale

of Simon and Lisa Thomas’ adventure on Asia’s Silk Road and,
thankfully, some new content from Sam, who shares with us an
entertaining episode in Norway.
As well-known motorcycle adventurer and author Lois Pryce
(loisontheloose.com) expresses in the Foreword, “The motorcycle opens up the world in a way that a journey by bus or
plane, or even travelling overland by car can never do. It ignites
curiosity and camaraderie in others, and inspires openness in all
of us, the riders.”
This is certainly reflected in The Moment Collectors. These tales
open readers’ minds to new ways of seeing and experiencing
the world, whether or not we are or ever aspire to be long-distance motorcyclists. And, as Sam writes in the Preface, “The Moment Collectors is written for those of you who could and should
head out to experience this amazing world of ours but need a
little nudge. Make it happen. That cliched saying ‘It’s a whole
new world out there’ is the wonderful truth.”
Seventy illustrations (line drawings and black & white watercolor paintings) and twenty color photographs provide a visual
break from the text as we roll through these travel adventures.
As encouragement and inspiration, The Moment Collectors definitely succeeds. But it’s also excellent reading for anyone who
enjoys tales of adventure and a volume I highly recommend.
The Moment Collectors is available for $20 (signed if you order

direct) at https://www.sam-manicom.com/ as are Sam’s other
four adventure motorcycling books, Into Africa, Under Asian
Skies, Distant Suns, and Tortillas to Totems. It is also available on
Amazon, The Book Depository and in Kindle and Nook formats.
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