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Explorations Prior to Formation of Indian Territory 

Source: Beyond the Frontier, Hoig 



What About Botany? 





Source: Lottinville 



Arrival at Fort Smith 

• Photo of Sugar Loaf 

April 24, 1819. “Rising, as it were, out of the alluvial forest, is 
seen from hence, at the distance of 35 miles, a conic mountain 
nearly as blue as the sky, and known by the French hunters 
under the name of Point de Sucre, or the sugar loaf.” 







May 1, 1819. “The garrison . . . is agreeably 
situated at the junction of the Pottoe, on a rising 
ground of about 50 feet elevation, and 
surrounded by alluvial and uplands of unusual 
fertility. The view is more commanding and 
picturesque, than any other spot of equal 
elevation on the banks of the Arkansa.” 



The Journey on the Arkansas 

Source: Lottinville 





“The Cavaniol, now clear of mist, appeared sufficiently near to afford some 
more adequate idea of its form and character.  A prominent point which 
appears on its summit, is, I am told by the Cherokees who accompanied us, a 
mound of loose stones, thrown up either as a funeral pile or a beacon by the 
aborigines. The natives and hunters assert that subterranean rumblings have 
been heard in this mountain.” 



July 7, 1819. “Not far from the place of our encampment, on the left, 
we passed the Swallow (or Hirundel), rocks, a projecting cliff, about 
150 feet high, adorned with bushes of cedar, in the centre of which 
there appears to be an entrance into a cavern, and several other 
fretted excavations scattered over with clusters of martin nests.” 



















July 11, 1819. After ascending about six miles, we passed the 
outlet of the Canadian. . . . Above the confluence of this stream, 
the Arkansa, where deep, appears clear, green, and limpid. 



Courtesy Oklahoma Historical 
Society Online Archives 

July 14, 1819. “We again passed three or four difficult rapids, . 
. . But presently after saw the outlet of Grand river, and now 
entered the Verdigris, where M. Bougie and Mr. Prior had 
their trading houses.” 







July 17, 1819. “To-day I 
proceeded with two young 
men in a canoe up Grand 
river, with an intention of 
visiting the salt works.” 









Westward Overland 

August 11, 1819. “To-day I left the trading establishment 
of the Verdigris to proceed on a land journey up the 
Arkansa, accompanied by a trapper and hunter named 
Lee, who had penetrated across this country nearly to 
the sources of Red river, and followed his present 
occupation for upwards of eight years.” 









Westward Overland 





No other botanist collected as many new kinds of plants within 
what is now the United States; no other naturalist saw so much of it 
in primeval condition. (Nuttall) wrote the first ornithology of North 
America that was priced for general purchase . . . . His field 
knowledge of the natural history of temperate America was 
unequaled in his day and has hardly been rivaled. It was not 
quantity nor scope, however, nor ecological knowledge that most 
distinguished his work but a fine discrimination of eye, ear, and 
scientific judgment and a unique acumen in the field that reveal to 
him species not found again for decades – in some cases for over a 
century. Matching these qualities was his single-minded devotion 
to nature; . . . . He is also recognized as “easily the first man of 
science in Augustan Harvard.” 

- Jeannette Graustein, Thomas Nuttall Naturalist, Explorations in 
America, 1808-1841 



Landmarks 

• Sugar Loaf Mountain 
• Cavanal Hill 
• Wilson’s Rock 
• Spiro Mounds 
• Sequoyah National 

Wildlife Refuge 
• Webber’s Falls 
• Three Forks 

• Union Mission 
• Deep Fork National 

Wildlife Refuge 
• Keystone Ancient 

Preserve 
• Okmulgee Wildlife 

Management Area 
• Highway 104 Bridge 

near Haskell 



“In History’s Footsteps” 
Oklahoma Today Magazine 

March/April 2015 
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Sources 
• A Journal of Travels into the Arkansas Territory During the 

Year 1819, Thomas Nuttall, edited by Savoie Lottinville, 
University of Oklahoma Press 

• Thomas Nuttall, Naturalist: Explorations in America 1808-
1841, Jeannette E. Graustein, Harvard University Press 

• The Land Between the Rivers, Russell Lawson, University of 
Michigan Press 

• Beyond the Frontier: Exploring the Indian Country, Stan 
Hoig, University of Oklahoma Press 

• Chronicles of Oklahoma and Archives of Oklahoma 
Historical Society 

• In History’s Footsteps, Susan Dragoo, Oklahoma Today, 
March/April 2015 



Thank you! 
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